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SCUBA DIVING IN NORTH BAY CORAL ISLAN. IN
- ANDAMAN - A THRILLING GEOGRAPHICAL
EXPERIENCE AND ADVENTURE TOURISM

Diving in sea water is a very thrilling
adventure. This type of adventure is indeed
a highly challenging as well as fascinating
for the people of North East India where
there is no scope for sea or ocean diving.
As a professor of Geography having thiity
years of teaching experience in various
geographical aspects,including oceano-
graphy there has always been a very great
intention to go practical in the field of marine
geography, especially to observe and
envisage the varied features such as flora
and fauna existing beneath the sea water.
In order to fulfill the dream, | accompanied
a group of Principals and Professors of
Goalpara district who undertook tour and
travel with a specific purpose of research
on the occasion of Island Tourism Festival

......

-Dr. M. Gopa'I'Sin'ghé -
Associate Professor & Head, Geography,”
Bikali College, Dhupdhara *

T

in Andaman and Nicobar island dufing winter
vacation.

Scuba diving is a part of various types
of diving courses like PADI Open Water
Divers, ,Advanced Open Water Divers,
Emergency First Respond Rescue Diver
Course ,etc. Such diving courses can be
taken for short period with a minimum
course fees ranging from Rs. 9,000/- to
60,000/~ ( for minimum 1 day to 45 days
courses) by our young boys and girls and
earn a living as a diver and can attach with
any diving club . Divers from our North Egst
states are serving there as divers/instructors

in various sea beaches of islands. Scypg
diving is a very short time adventyre s-ea
water sport which is mainly carried ot to
those enthusiastic persons having no




medical problems like heart diseases,

diabetes, eyes and any other surgical
operation or under any medical treatment.
The experience of swimming is not
mandatory for the person concerned going
for scuba dive. A declaration form is
mandatory to fill up before undertaking such
adive. Diving in open sea water in the depth
of approximately 50 fathom or near about
300 ft. or less from the surface water is .a
matter of thrili and danger. In fact, in scuba,
a certain area is demarcated which is
supposed to free from any dangerous sea
elements like , crocodile, sharks,, monster
fishes, etc. Diving sites in Andamans are
North Bay Island, Cinque Island, North Paint,
Southeast Reef at Cinque Island, Corruption
Rock, Rutland Island, Fish Rock, Bala Reef,
Havelock Island, Mac Point, Turtle Bay, etc.
Apart from Scuba diving | also undertook
anther shallow water coral observation dive
which is known as snorkelling. Snorkeliing
is done with floatation in the rubber tube
using mask-glass having an air tube open
above the sea water. In this system corals
found in the shallow water upto the depth of
10 ft.(approx.) can be observed very nicely
without any tension.

Scuba diving was prepared with all
the diving water- proof life vest dress
provided by Jolly Buoy Dive Club by whom

we three persons at a time were provided
such diving facility. In the initial stage we
three parsons were trained up in the shallow
water with the tips of preparation for the dive
which took at least 30 minutes to learn the
techniques and adjust with the sea water
environment. In the very beginning | was
preparing myself with swimming exercise as

_ I'have a bit swimming habit as | was born in

the bank of mighty Barak river in Assam.
The diving tips included breathing through
mouth, with full preparation comprising of
mask —glass, oxygen gas in the backside,
waste belt, life vest, etc. Certain signals were
taught like i) | am OK, ii) not OK, iii)
normalization of ear pressure (when earfills
irritation Y, iv) Thumbs up for intention to go
up, v) thumbs down for intention to go further
deeper in the sea beneath, etc. After
successful training | was carried away in the
deeper sea part by floatation with backside
then brought down by turning towards the
deeper part. In the hectic showcasing of
coral formations of varied and vibrant
colours, rocks of various types, flora and
aquatic plants and small and big ornamental
fishes envisaged during the dive | was highly
enchanted and partially fulfiled my dream
to observe all such elements. In the final part
photography and video recording by a diver
from opposite direction keeps the divers in

— =
0,00,00,00,00,00000¢£500000000000000



three men formation for a quite long time
under water. This photo session is even
more exciting. Apart from the dive exercise
a certificate from Jolly Buoy Dive Club,
Wandoor, provided a completion certificate
on Discover Scuba Diving signed by prop.:
Aswini Bala.

Diving in Andaman coral reefs and islands
are a unique life time opportunity. This
adventure, albeit, risky is more useful and
practical oriented for a geographer. Such
coral islands are hotspots for one of the
richest éoral reef ecosystems. Coral reefs,
fringing reefs and atolls are broad- based

and important marine subject matter quite
attached with our discipline. In fact, there
are various factors which are responsible
for formation of islands as well as gradual
subsidence of islands. Corals are living
organisms or animals. Many people wrongly
interpret coral as lifeless rocks. Butin reality,
they are animals grow in strong skeletons
known as polyps. Some of the coral species
found in the islands of Anadaman and
Nicobar are Acropora, Pocillopora,
Montipora, Fungia, Tubipora, Leptosereis,

Grogonians, dugongs, etc.
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FUTURISTIC APPROCH IN EDUCATIORN

Introducion :

Education is a strong tool to bring
about social change and mobility. With the
development of science and technoloby
there came a great change in human life.

The world, today is running very fast. In this

fast changing world, in which people are to
live, a great variety of activities have been
adopted by human kind. People's activities
now-a-days-does not belong to present only,
because a major part of people's activities
tends to remain in future. Acitivites of present
is bound to march towards a better future.
Resultantly human kind gradually developes
a tendency followed by future expectations.
People are so anxious of future happanig
that many a times it threatenes to existence
of realities. in real sense we can not predict
what is going to happen. Future happeing

result of natural

takes place as
phenomenon.

No body knows what will happen
tomorrow but evvery body is anxcious of
tomorrow's happening. Truely speaking, the

growing anxiety of future gives birth to a lot

- Bhupati Das -
Associate professor, Deptt. of Education

of cryses in our thought and action. Future
is not curse to human kind. Rather, building
up a future with a great variety of noble
activities may lead to the progress of the
society. So man with high degree of
imaginary capacity and powerful thoughts
perceives the future with a noble goal. On
the other hand, pesimists roam in a world
full of anxiety, uncertainity and sorrows.

Future prediction, analysis and
observation has been a natural
phenomenon through ages. Philosophers,
Sceintists and thinkers have developed
much time and strength for building up a
world where everybody will live in peace,
harmony and progress.

In this write up paper a noble attempt
has been made to trace a picture of futuristic
approach in education which receives great

attention from all corner of people.

What is futurology :
Futurology is the philosophy which

studies postulating probable and prefarable
future. Future studies tries to understand

0/0/0/00/0/0/0'0/0/0/0'0'0/430,0.0.0.0/0.0,0,0,0,0.0.0.0
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what is likely to be happened and what is to
be continued and what is novei. It seeks 10
determine the desirable change of future on
the basis of past and present study.

Three factors usually distinguish frem
one ancther to conduct future research.
First, future studies often examines not oniy
possible but also probabie, prefarable and
wild cat futures. Second, future studies
typically attempts to gain a holistic or
systematic views based on insisting from a
vague of difficult discipline. Third, future
studies challenges and unpacks the
assumptions behind dominant and

collections views of the future. The future
thus is not empty the fraught with hidden
assumption.

Futurology is a long term study which
attemps to develop and promote alterna®ve
way of dealing with future events or
conditions. With the capacity to alert both
Govt. and Private industries to feature
problems and future opportunities,
futurology is directed towards assistives in
intellecual making the term future reserch,
future studies and forcasting are also used

to describe this field study.
World war Second was the turning

point for research on the future. In 1944
Henry Harlay ARNOLD a general in the
U.S. A. air intiated the first

technological forecasting project and in 1946

force
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he was instrumental in establishign the
RAND cor as a think tank. In recent decades
the writing of some futurists such as Daniel
Beli and alvin Toffler with the period of
transformation to a higher complex,
technological global societies receives great
attention from all concerned.

Diversed methodologies are used by
futurists to make forecast ranging from
simple, informed hunches complex
computer analysis. Two general types of
forecasting future are exploratory and
normative. Exploratoryy forecasts which
began with the past by examining historical
date and move into the future by projecting
probability out come. Normative forecast
with mark=t analysis and relevance trees
imagine a desire future in order to facilitate
the making of decisions that will achieve
predicted or preferred future. '

Methodologies of Future Studies :

Future practitioners use a wide range
of models @nd methods (theory and
practice), many of which come from other
academic disciplines.

Future studies takes place as one of
its important attributes (starting points) the
on-going effort to analyze. This effqrt
includes collecting qualitative data aboyt the
possibility, probability and desirability ¢f
change. The plurality of the term 'future' -
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futurology denotes the rich variety
(alternative futures), including the subset of
preferable futures (normative futures), that
can be studied.

Practitioners of the discipline
previously concentrated on present or on
attempting to future trends, but more
recently they have started to examine social
and build question the world oviews behind
such scenarios via the method (and others)
create preferred visions of the future, and
use backcasting to derive alternative
implementation strategies. Apart from
extrapolation and scenarios, many dozens
of methods and techniques are used in
futures research.

Future studies also includes
normative or preferred futures, but a major
contribution involves connectir}g both
extrapolated (exploratory) and normative
research to help individuals and
organisations to build better social futures
amid a (presumed) landscape of shifting
social changes. Practitioners use varying
propoﬁions of inspiration and research.
Futures with highly standardized
methodologies, give that evironmental
conditions for repeating a predictive scheme
are usually quite hard to control for.
However, many futurists are informed by
scientific techniques. Some historians

project patterns observed in past

.. _
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civilizations upon present-day society to
anticipate what will happen in the future.
Oswald Spengler's 'Decline of the West'
argued, for instance, that western society,
like imperial Rome, had reached a stage of
cultural maturity that would inexorable lead
to decline, in measurable ways.

Future studies is often summarized
as being concerned with 'three P's and a W'
or possible, probable, and preferable
futures, plus, which are low probability but
high impact events (positive or negative),
should they occur. Many futurists, however,
do not use the wild cat approach. Rather,
they use a typical methodology . It searches
for the seeds of change, issues that are likely
to move from unknown to the known, from

low impact to high impact.

Futures techniques :

While forecasting attempts to predict
future it is understood what changes in the
present would be required to arrive at
envisioned alternative future studies. For
example, the scenarios developed by rely
on the method. Practitioners of studies
classify themselves as futurists (or foresight

practitioners).

Shaping alternative futures :
Futurists use alternative possible
future - as an important tool. To some extent,

- |
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people can determine what they consider
probable or desirable using qualitative and
quantitative methods. By looking at a variety’
of possibilities one comes closer to shaping
a future, rather than merely predicting it.
Shaping alternative future starts by
establishing a number of scenarios up
scenarios takes place as a process with
many stages. One of those stages involves
the study of trends. A trend persists long-
term and long-range,; it affects many societal
groups, grows slowly and appears to have
a profound basis. In contrast, a fad operates
in the short term. shows the vagaries of
fashion affects particular societal groups,
and spreads quickly but superficially.

Futuristic Approach in Education :

Education in the field of future studies
has taken place for some time. Beiginning
in the United States of America in the 1960s,
it has since developed in many different
countries. Futures education can encourage
the use of concepts, tools and processes
that allow students to think long-term,
consquentially, and imaginatively. It
generally helps students to -

1. conceptualise more just and
sustainable human and planetary future

2. develop knowledge and skill in
exploring probable and preferred futures

3. understand the dynamics and |

L | : ;
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influence that human, social and ecological

systems have an alternative future.

While future studies. remains a_

relatively new academic tradition, nu’m"erbus
teriary institution around the world teach it.

These vary from small programs, or -
universities- with just one or two classes,"
programs that incorporate futurology into -

other degrees, (for example in business,
environmental studies, development studies

and technology studies). Various formal ..

Master-level programs exit or six continents.
Finally, doctoral programme aroUnd the -

world have incorporated futurology. .

The Iargeét Futures studies program |

ir. the world is at Taiwan: Futures Studies is

~a required coures at the L_:,ndergraduate 5

level, with between three to five thousand- |

students taking classes on an annual basis.

An M A Programme is also offered. Only ten:

students are accepted annually in the

programe. Associated with the programme
is the Journal of Futures studies. The_
founder of the program |s Clement Chang. _
As of 2003 over 40 tertlary educatlon
establishment around .the yvorld the world

were delivering”one or more courses in

‘futures studies. The World Futures Studies
‘Fededration has a comprehenisive survey -
“of global futures programmes and courses:

The Acceleratson Studles Foundatlon

maintains an annotated llst of | primary .and"

-~
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secondary gradute future studies

programmes.

Conclusion :

Future studies has been now-a-days
aglobal concern. The recent trend of futures
studies has reached a noble attention from
all sphers of concious generation. Realy
speaking the progress of human kind quite
depends on some probable happening and
assumtion to which the policy makers and
reformers concentrate their utmost attention.
Let us conclude our write up by citing some
notable quotatoins as developed by future
thinkers.

"Any useful idea about the future should

Reforericest

appear to be ridiculous” (Jim Dator)
"Take hold of the future or the future will t:':llke
hold of you" (Patrik Dixon) .

"The future is clear to me What don't
understand is the present."(Gerhard Kocher)
"There are no future facts." (Fred Polak)
"A part of our future appears to be
evolutionary and unpredictable, and another
part looks

developmental and predictable. Our
challange is to invent the first and discover
the second." (john Smart) |

"The problem woth the future is that it keeps

becoming the present” (Calvin)

aaa

1. Toffler Alvin - Future shock _ |
2. Dr. Saha Kaberi's Article - Stress and its management

3. Internet Source
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